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Intreduction

In May 2014, the [ egislative Program Revicw and lnvestigations (PRT) Committee authorized a
sludy o identily the needs ol amd services available for, individuals with Autism Speetrum |
Diserder (AS1Y, focusing on the transition from secondary schonl completion to young |
adulthaod. The PRT Cormmittee provided @ comarehensive repor willi tecommendations to the :
General Assembly in December 2074, In July 20135, the Connecticut General Assembly passed

Public Ac. 15-209, 4n det Implementing the Recommendations of the Program Review and

Lvestizations Commitice Concerning Transitional Services for Youth and Young Adulis with

Awtism Spectrim Fhivordes, which [s now codified as 10-761 in the Connecticul General Statutes,

Sec 10-76/l. Bill of rights for parents of children receiving special education services.

fn) As used in this seclion, “parcit™ means the parent or guardian of a child requiring speeial
edncation or the surrogate parent yppointed pursuant W gection 10-94g or, in 1he case of a pupil
who is an emancipated miner or eighieen years of age or older, the pupll.

{b) On er before Tuly 1, 2013, the State Board of Tiducation shall drall a writtzn bill of rights
for parents of childeen receiving special education services to guarantee thal Lhe righls ol such
parcats and children are adequately saleruarded and protected during the provisior. of special
education and related services undar chaptler 162 of the general statutes. Such hill of riphts shall
inform parents of: (1) the right to requesl consideration of the provision of transiticn servives [or
a chilé receiving special cdueation services who is cighteen to twenty-one, imclusive, years of
age, (2) the right ta rageive transition resourees and materials [rom the department and the local
or regional beard of education respersible lor sueh ckild, (3) the requirement that the local or
regional board of education responsible for such child shall creale a student success plan for cach
student errolled in a pubiic school, beginning in Girade 6, pursuant io subscetion (7) of section
10-221a of *he gencral stanates, and (4) the right of such child to receive realistic an specific
postgraduation goals as part ol such child's individualived edacation pregraum.

(¢) For the school year commeneing July 1, 2013, and each school year thereafler, the
Department of Education shall annually distribute to local and regional boards ol edocation the
written bill of rights for parents of children receiving special education services, which shall be
privided o parenis a1 a planning and placement team meeting fur o child recciving special
cducation services in Grades 6-12, inclustve, '



Background

The Connecticut State Departnent of Lducarior (CS1IE} dratted a Framsition 8l of Rights in
coflaboration with the CS1T Transition Taskloree, the Conneeticul Transition Community of
Practice CORDL Team, and the PRI Commities. These stakeholder groups represent a range of
district administrators; ransition, special education, regular education, and pupil personnel staft;
adull service agency personnel: parents; advocacy groups; and students whe have been through
the wansiion process.  Threueh consullation angd extensive work with the staceholder group, the
“wrillen bill of rights™ was developed for parenls of cluldren receiving special cchication
services. It details the rights of smdents with an individualized education program (TEP) Lo
specific transition services bevond high scheol.

Transiiion services gre delmed in the Individuals with Disabilitics Tiducation Act (IDEA} as a
coordinmated set of activities for a <hild with a diszlrlity that

» s focused om improving the academic and fumeiional schisvement of the child with a
disebility to Jacilitate the child®s movements fom school 1o post-schaol activities,
including postscecondary educarion, vocarional educalion, nlegraled employment
{incluwbng supperted employment); continuing and adult educativa, adult services,
indepandent lving, or commurity partictpation;

» iy based on the inéividual child s needs, taking inlo accouut the child’s strengths,
preferences, und inleresis; and

» includes instruction, related services. community expenences, the development of
cmployment and ather post-school wlult lving obyecrives, and, if approprizte, acquisition
of daily living skills and funcrinea’ vocationa] evalaation.

In accordance with 1A, these trenaition services must begin no later than when the chilid turns
L6, (or sometimes vounger 1 determined by the Planning and Placement Team (1)) and
updated each vear,

The Transivion Bill ol Rights includes bol the items reguired by the general statute as well as
addiiomal mlormation regarding secondary lrangilion as recommended by the stalcchelder
aroups, I1 was designed to assist parents cndd students in understanding secondary trarsition and
<lie transition scrvices that may be requestad taough a FPT. Also mcluded m thes document is
infurmation about where parents and students may lind eelmicad assistance through the CSDL,
~elated publieationg and federally funded parent and training infoomation provided by the
Copncetivud Parenit Advocacy Cenler (CPAC), uud links to te CSDE"s easenlial transition
wndance docienonts and tools.

Next Steps

Distribution: Following approval ol the Fransition Bill of Richis by the State Doard of
Education, it will be translated inte Spanish anc both versions will be disiributed 1o Zocil and
repionad boards of cducation via an Advisory by the Burcau of Special Education (BSE). n
order te monitor the effectiveness of the LEA s complumee wilh dissenunation o
parenlsfguardians ot studenrs with disabilities, the BSL has added a required check o7 hox on
tha 1EP document indicating that the Trawmsition Bl of Rights was made available, i3 zvailable on
the district’s Web site and the date the parent was noti led.
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[further, CSDE will monitor distmbution through the amal auditing of TEPs, and selected
districts will be required to complete the CSDE's Seeondary Transition Planning 1EP Checlilist
to ensure that the document is disseminated gl least armually at PTPTs.

himpact: The BSE will monitor the implementation of transition sereices throngly The regquired
lederal monttoring of Tndieator 14 of Connecticut”s State Performance Plan (SPP). This
indicazor mandates data collection el posi-school outcomes tor stiudents whe had an 115P at the _
timc that they exited their schoal dist-ict (also known as Txiters), by either graduating with a _
standard diploma or agine ouf al twentv-ore vears of ape (20 1L5.C. 14 16X 3 W3 1. This data
colleetion will be useful in examining the post-school outcomes for students with disabilities
1y who were cnralled in higher education or enroiled in any other postsccondary eduecation or
lraining program within one year of leaving high school, 2} who participated 0 compelilive

-empliyment or in any other type of emplovment within one year of leaving high schoel, and 1)
who were nol eogaged i any Lype o postsceondary education or taling or any Sype ol
employment within ong year of leaving high schaol.

The Transition Bill of Riglts is an additienal tool that will be factored into monitoring ihe impact !
af the trarsition services s udenls with disabibities recoived prior to cxiting high school and the :
actual post-school outcomes (ot the sludenl.

Recommendation and Justilication

The Fransition 81l of Rightr was vovicwod by the State Doard of Education Legislation and
Policy Development Commitiee members at their April 0, 2016, meeting.  The opul provided
haz informed the disseminafion strategy and measiring, impact.

I recommend that the State Board of liducation approve tae Trawisifion Bill of Righty 1o enable
local and regional boards of cducation 1o begin distribution to ail parents/ruardians of students
receiving special education services in Grades 6-12, elther al any remaining Amwead Beview :
PPTs, or via mail to hase parents/guardians who already have had a PP meeting, [ necessary,
parentz/gun-diang can request ancther FPT belore the 2013-16 school vear ends.

The Transicion Bill of Rights prompts school personnet to begm the diseussion about secondary
transition at an earlier age, 'Lhis citical knowledge will empower parents and students to
approprialcly plan for life afler high school soorer in g atacent’s school career.
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